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"THE ARMY,

Annual Report of Secretary
Belknap.

R

The Operations of the War De-
partment for 1871.

o

Mr PRECIDENT—TRe reorganization of“the army,
reguired by Wae act of July 16, 1570, the provialons of
wihich were alluded te ia my las\ annual report, has
been accomplished. 'Ihe enforeement of shat por-
Qon relating o o reduction of commissioned ofl cors
demamied strict investigation of tue records of the
military conduot and service of supernnmerary ofti-
eers, and [orced mpon the department an nopleasant
@uty. It » beMeved, however, that (ne decisions
fimally reached were falr, tmparaal and for the good

of the service. In accordance with the same act the |

mumber of ewlisted men was on July 1 redoced W
$0,000; indifferent soldiers were discharged, the
standard of recruits was ralsed with a view to Im-
Proving the character ol the rank and Qle, and (ne
following table of Grganization was established:—

Euhsted men 0f COZINCETE, .oouiiaivaniinses 01
Enlisted wen of oPORALCO. .. .ap ..ot weiswanenaw PN
Ordnance sergeants Ak Posta, . vveeooresrnanees 200

Milirary Academy DA, .es vossssnnriraarineres M

0 enasted wen per compavy for 56 companies
Artdery.c.oveene- SR o e AT 5

L7 l\nill;lﬂl men per oatlery for & batterles hight ,
L e e e s

84 eniisied men per company (or 120 companies
ORVAILY sonvenemssanisnsmnsseaniansonassvessns

B0 enlisied men per company for 250 comipanies
mrantry........ L T M e, | T ]

Son-commissioned stald of regiments, «..,.... 200

The staff of general offloers was also reduced to
the slmple requirements of the army ln time of
peace, and the line oMcers thus relieved from de-
tached duty were ordered to thelr reguuents, where
ey could be of more benefit to fhe service.

THE TOTAL EXPENIITURES
for the fecal year ending June 30, 1860, were
$80,044,142 ; the expenditures lor the year ending
June 30, 1570, were $57,605,675, wlich som In-
eludcs $3,607,600 for river and barbor lmprove-
mens, The expenditures for the year ending June
80, 1871, were ahout $40,000,000, molnding. for river
snd narbor improvements, $3,015,000. Thus, duar-
g the year 1568-70, the reduerion In expenses In
the War Depariment amoubied to $22,058,367 28,
and, during the year 1870-71, a far her reduction of
$17,655 675 40 was made. For the nexu fiseal year
1685 .-72 ihere 18 appropriated $:i46,0680, 750, fnclnd
for river and Larbor improvewenis, 5:1,4-.1'.-‘,600. i
skl natl t.s'iu:.u's pl-lun 1874

¢ total estimate for military appropriations for
she fiscal year ending June 30, 1873, I:psa..',ub.ﬂb'_'.
01 s csiiuate the sum of $1,153,807 1= necessi-
tated by the probibiclon of the nse of unexpeonded
bRiances of Tormer years, thus requlilng estimates
for rcappropristion of Buch Sums A8 Dave re-
werted Lo the Treasury under the fifin seetion of the
act ol July 12, 1870. The estimate of the Chiel of
Euzpeers lor forifications, lmprovement of rivers
and harbors, pubiie I-uumnga and grounds and
Waslungton Aquedact are submitted separately, ag
preseniea by 1hai odicer, as (ollows:—Forilicaiions |
and other works of delence, £3,235,500; for river |
and harbor Luprovements, $9,630, 00, and for pub-
lic bulldings aud grounds and Waslingion Aque-
duct, $446,704,

Up to this date, during the enrrent fscal year, thers
Bas bDeeu }md into the Treasury, ms realized Iroim
the sale of wrms and lrom other sources, during the
.umu‘:el.rﬁ:l.«.::l ‘};eari 33{:1%&}& 1 |

Lol July 881, provid for the

$and paymens of e’ Lo 8

CLAIME OF THE BEVERAL STATRS
for enrolling, subsisilng and other expenses in-
ourread by them ror troops calied into the servioe of
the Uniled Siates, the claims were pald out of any
money in tie Treasury not otherwise approprioted.
The act of July 12, 180, repesls the approprialion
ol the aet of Juiy 27, 1561, ana reqnires the
Proper deparument to submil estimates for these rx-
in the usual maoner, [ have accordingly
miited an estimate ol $3,000,000 for this parpose,
ihat betug the amouonl designaicd by the 'I&l Au-
e o b ¥ Beming B o S

ce
mext fiacul year. = e,

SRRVICEE OF THE TBOOPS.

The reports of the General of the Army and of the
division and department commanderz, herewith
sabmitted, will convince the country that the
officers and men of the army have performed the

uties devolving vpon them laithinily and well
ugh these duues, resulting from the determin:-

n of the goverament to eniorce the laws for the
coliccuon ol the revenne and for the sappression

of armed Wnsurrection, have few agreeable feainres,
e.u are performed with that cheerful energy

ich 18 he resuit of disvipune, The records of
the deparment show tbat 100 applications for
Eroops fur various purposes and jor military protec-
®on have been made glnce January 1, 1871, all of
which, where the necessily reguired jt, have been

mpuy responded 1o,

1t 1s with great embarrassment and diMeculty that
the appropriations mede at vhe jast session of Con-
gress—Ivdilced as tney were below 1he estimates of
e acparumenni—can be 8o economized as to

wer the pressing requoirements ol Lke service.

€ Operauons of active wariare i Angona, in con-
mection with ludlan alficultves thers, are such as
noeccssarily require large expenditures, and the
ocanses which have a:mduced tuis necessity

were not  anticipate by Congress when
Woe appropriations  were made, ‘The  of-
cera  in  charge of these operations—General

Behofield, commanding the Division of the Pacific,
snd Colonel Crook, in Immediate commmand aof the
iment of Arizona—have onited with this
uneat In endeavoring o Tetiin the expenses
“a lgwest posdible limir, and have usod the most
B lu. | C%ngin whis direction, and the conduct
hd‘_ﬂo“:lh g lyis admimisiralion of the a0wirs
Of Colonel Croow. -~ “oy phceived my fuil approval.
of his adepartment . i propriations asked
While, thereiore, the .. g vor wiil be made
shouid be given, contnoed en. ™, LhOsE also.

%o prevent lﬂi] cxpenditures beyu.

larely essential
RECOMMENDATION.

I recomimend thal the extra lieutenants now ans
thorized by law 1o serve as regimenial adjutants Tﬂ}
guartermasters in the artillery, cavalry and infantry
regunents, a8 providied by seetions 2, 5 and 4 ol the
uel of July 23, 1566, Le diccontinnel as vacancief
occur in those graded, This would effect an ullimate
reduction of elghty leutepants; would resuit in A
yearly aaviog. U the redoction fheald be completed,
ol nearly $190,000, and would ve of no detriment to
the servics,

It 18 lurther recommended that (he grade of guar-
sErmasicr-sergennt for the companies of cavalry,
faniry and heavy ardliery be aboligned. The
duties of ts pon-commisztoued ofeer vefore the
Iate war were usunlly dlscharged by the frst ser-
geant, and 1he present sirength of a company 18
such that a return 0 the old system in this respeet
oan well be wade,

With regeard to the grades of enlisted men known
=8 company ariiticer and company wagoner, the
state of the Bervige I8 DoOw such ad by jusily e
recomnimnenlation that they, teo, be discontinued,
aLd ihetr doties devolved npon & =maller nunibher
of private solalers, deratled for exira duly =orvice
and employed under divection of the Quartermaster
Deparunent.  Buould tis  recommendation  be
adopted 1,165 eniisted men wonla e alapensed
with, al o gross yearis saving of $412,740, From
taas deduct tue probable cost of cxira duly men,
estumated ot two-thlrdg the number of artilicers
Bl WAZoners—§ 75, M0—and the uet gaving will be
over $i4u,000,

By the acit of March 3, 1985, the first six ragl.
mente of cavairy are cach sllowea one veterinary
surgeon at a compensation of §75 per month, Iy
shie act of July 29, 1806, the four other cavalry regi.
moats are pl’u\'nind Wikl the sume organlzetion,
willh the saditional sllowance of one velerinury
surgeon o eacnh, at & compensation ol §100 per
muonth; that 18 1o &4y, two veterluary snrgeons are
allowed (o each of the latfer regiments, one At o
#alary of §76 per mooih and the other al §1o0, To
remudy this defective orgumization | recommend
that two velerinary eurgeons be sathorised lor
ewch cavalry regiment, at & compensation of $100
Prr monul, and thist the provisions of the acts above
cited be repeaied,

In the gooeral rerulations of the army ol 1842 4

Pian 18 presenied by which soldiers who are frogal
ebough Lo save thelr pay shall have & safe deposit
for 1L, The outline |8 sioply this:—Nol 1ess tan
30 may be deposiled mi any one time with the
payYmaster at pay dayv, when a check nook wiil be
given the soldier In which the swonnt of depoalt
Wikl be enlerud, Toese dopusils cannot Do drawn

Wil the dischurge of the soldier.  They ure nol sub.

1 1o Torfeitare by sentence of conet martial, but

Jong Lo 1he persOtal estaie of the =oldler, voluu-
Warily coufidea by him w the truseof the United
Biutes untii he recelves nnsl poyment on discharge,
Tune benefits of 1his plan are various, 10 prevents
the Vickous pracuce of containg moucy 10 COMIGIS.
sloned ofMcers (or sale keoplog, wilch injnres dis-
cipling by Uie lnvaniacle disputes engendered, anid
1 avouds the lumbering of the uvsrrolis LY constant
eatry of pay not drawa.

By the restriotion contsined in sootion 5, aot of
July 14 1870, wanich was wnierpraied by tho 'l reas-
ury Depuriment W0 apply o these deposits, b be-
came uuma‘lo e Ko ur?ff;'m Etﬂr:lnd.ln 1his
regulsdon, s 10 Ccause § Cposits Lo be

Teasury

poldiera holding cheok
coming  iato
e

desert Ly
ol unusually large sums
durnng m service instead of m(e 1ving
shem when discharged, I 15 recommended Thal
e Jegilen 76 resiriotion that.1he DeRCLs of
ol the Ve rest un that 1
restored 1o the soldier,

L AR
are locl yeary a1
il onluu:"nul nm:uu recruit s

e con-
as o s n £0 the depart
meni Ibedl-:h':; 3. lers are 0&L nam-

The loroe .,F clerss upen this

pcatime 0 Amoarge whih i s
1catiims
oepar eyl mals, g e m"r:a;m refusal which

murt fn WOAF eases ba given only stimulates the ap-
plicant  to '{pmul- from per-
Bons of “nfiwence and character, who willingly
%0 the department, wich a request for BBsIst*

‘without el t

18 qiven, or upon Im'o.t.:mnm:mmur
recvaamended and so d to justily, The cils
lsment of each recruit and the Cost of transportas
4n 10 his regimenl involves an a oXponse
Of $60 in each case. By his di=charge smoennt
is u total loss Lo the government.
The n{:em number of tho=e for whomn this coally
favor asked pre under the age of TWeRtV-0ne
sud in this connection | recommend Wt the
aw regarding crisiments be smended, and Lhat
10 recrait be permitied to onter the service whos:
age, by his oWn oath, is not shown (o be over
twenty-one years—the oath, us now, to be n8
eonclusive. 1
Xpenience shows (hat the age of enlistment for
musie boys can, wivh advaniage, bo milcul‘.m it
18 adwvised that the law be so0 amended thak hereaf-
ter enlistments in that class of recruit: may be
made at tie 0ge of twelve years.
It was found NIpossiDi@ 1o preparn, 1o time for
submission 0 Congress ot 16s 1ast session, & system

of regulacions (or the ndminEration of the afars
| of the army, a8 contemplated by tue act or July 15,
[ 1870, A board of competent and experienced onl-
| cers bus been for some mootns diligeally cugaged
L in the compilation- ot & code ol regula tous, and the

work 14 raplaly approsching oompletion,

MESERTIONS

dnring 1he past tew months have largely increased.

The reports recened at e department jndicale
| that whe reduction of the pay of soldiers Iromn six-

teen Lo tmirteen dollars per monpth has contribaged

| greatly w: this resoll, as far «a those men are con-

oerned who colisted prior to Joly 1, 151, the dule
of rednction.
MILITARY PRIZONE,

The board of oflcers divected to Investigate the
anbject of milttary prisons and prison discipline in
the Briush army visiked, last sawmer, the only
miliary prison now in Canaie viz., the oue ab

uehec, aud throueh the courtesy of the Inspector,

onel H. I'. Willnms, were enabled to wittess 118
pracucal workings., ‘The board were very lavor-
ably impressed with the good resuits obtamed from
this sysiem, which hus now teen DItoen years m
operation in the British service, and recommend its
adoption in oar own. Linvite Lhe atiention of Con-
Erens 1o s smijecl. believiog It to he of great
umporiancs to the cMelency oi our arny, which s
greatly 1mpaired by the inadequate and mperiect
weuns of ponishitent now practised. By having
the pay of the convicts forfeited to thé prisons,
but little, if any, addittona means would be re-
quired 1o support tuem after they wera puk i oper-
alon. 1he report of the Boarda 18 full of ihlersst
aud will herealier be irausmitied to Congress.
THE BE/iRED LIST
of the army s now limuted to 300. The cndeavor
has been Lo equalize the selections for tnat st from
both tone higher and lower grades of the offic s en-
diled to be placed upon ik, S0 1nAt It may Boi be
filled to an nnreasonable exient by officera oL high
rank, and consejuenlly grealter cowmpensation,
There have been sixtesu deaihs of retired ofMieers
daring tne past year, .
THE CEMETERY IN MEXICO,
By the act anproved Septewber 28, 1850, appro-

( management

10 he diverted frond 118 legitimate use witnout em-

EnL L0 the ser

MERMOAL MATTERS,
!ﬁptwmt't?o the mnl‘-%%” GX‘IIHE In the clerical

'8 O e mm neral's 8, B num-
ber of ofictal demands for mrmnluuhggm the

g:d olher cmima have
uder tho act of (‘ongress g
ment of nospital slewards,
strengtiened, and It is h
work will be rapully disposed oL
military posts. Tequiring :
Jug 1, 1870, The number of medical ofMcers 1s in-
sucient for Lkie servi

mendation that the law

unae the pubilcalon

m completed n:nu 18 1n process of belng printed
mu‘:':z:;nuae reparc witl

El an dur! Bosalon,

The Corpsa of E INE tho pPass year nas

been actively engeged apon the Works for
THE DEFENUR OF OUR 8xkA COAS

the a C

and  reconnoiSaRL
Lionses, Wlthmearrrormt
| fications In our p w harbors, these works
alung the Northern Auantic and 0 QuAsts have
heenl pushed forward n their modifleations as
Tapc

ced and co
3
ne

ehuracter nesaed by the requirements of moidern
wariare, Tne molificatlons reéierred to ook to the
sirengthening or our works by the introduction ol
heavy eartiien ballcries for the largest guns an

MOrears.
THE FNGINEERS.

has been reduced To 354 eulisted men, and constl-
tules an emelent body of troops, and Is careinlly
Instructed and driled lo 18 daves, The engineer
| posts and depota of Jefferson Barracks and Yerna
! Buena Istand have been up aud the

troops  are now _coucenivated  uk  Wulelr's
| Point  and West Point, New York., Besies

| pagisting  1n
| the Mililary Academy, the battalion of engineers
| oungulates the schoul for Uje 1rims willk torpedoes
| forihe defence of our harbors, and takes charge of

the depots jor the bridge ireins and equpage and
engineer tools lor the use of 1h: army in genernl
‘I'he appropriatlon asked fm torpedoes and oiher
purposes at the engineer depot at Willew's Point
and recommended 10

A visik made to Willet's Foint in Beptember Iast
gave me an opportunity for wspecting closely the
] 1 the post and for obsarving the ad-
| vantages offered the men In arill and ulsclpline, and
1 the educution pecessary for that arm of Wie ser-
vice, The peaunll was very gratilying. The thorough
mode of instroction and the periected drill of the
battalion deserve commendation,
#s has Leen made in the prose-

priation was mude of $10,000 5or purchasing, wall
g and diteimg & place of land near the cloy of

solidicra of our army as ell in batule or died 1 and
around that cuy during the Mexican war, and lor
ge ril;mm.mr.n. of American cidzens who have died

ore,

in December, 1960, & report was made by the Vice
Con=ul of ihe Unibed Staies at wae cuy of be, o
e efect Liat 1o cousequence of negdect and the
Wwant of meians lor repuirs, many depredations wera

peal was made to tia department for funds to the

flicy doliars to be senc to sbe Cunsul to enavie hm to
reslors the cemerery Lo 8 conditioa creditable 1o the
Uniwed States governmeut, Tihe War Department was
fortnnalely abie to meat the temporary demand,
bul ¢ould not comply wiin a urther snggestion lor

| §50
pat

the ewployment ol & superinleadent al o salary of
er month insiead of $2), tae rate herciofore
., and which iy deemod msateiens. By the act
ol July 21, 1852, there Wos aporopriated 2i,412 34, |
and by the act of Augny S1, 1852, £8,000 for the por- i
cnase of the ecmetery, under the direction of the
President, and these sums were all disbursed by the |
Department of State, It 1s recommended that, '
as tne general subject of nauonal cemeteries 13
now administered by the War Doparrment, s special |
act be passed plaving 10l8 cewetery upon she same
fooling as olber cemeienes, wiha ularly ap- 1

d superintendent, and thal a sufficient por- |
tion of the appropriations for nstional cemeterios
be made applicanlo o the repair and preservation |
of tli¢ one In question. The iatest report of the condi-
1lon of the cemetery ahows tbat, with the temporary
ail u.ll'nmo:l:,lr this department, 18 condition waa
very materially veld. An appropriation of
tl.rirma 1= a=ked by the United States Consul to com-
plete the repalrs and 10 coustruclt an artezian well
Tor Irrignilon to preserve the shrabuvery and save
the annunl tax for water,

By & 'ntis taltlwns; :J}u:;m :r:'u’lc'x.uu.

e tenth seclion e Ao uly 15. 1 the
Secretary of War was requirea o mv’eumg“' mto
What aré Known as tho Montans indian war elaims
ol 1467, and 1o report to the names ol the
persons entitied to relief, ogetner with o statement
of the Iacis and sums which such report may
be based., Tho lnw uon was conuded to an
In=pecior General ol the army, whose eport, seiting
loril vbe nature and amount of tue claims und the
pimount requred for an eguilable seitiement of
them, was snbmivted to Congress at the Just session
and commended o [avorable congderation,

To complete the iInvesugalion, there remamned o
be supmitted a Lt of toe persons entitded to relief
and a statement of the awara equitably due to each
clmmant. The hst, when nearly flnished, was, with
most of the papers connected with Lhe case, de-
wiroyed In the late fire al Chlcago. A grealer part
of tne onginal vouckers, however, had been re-
turned to Lhéir owuers afrer certifled had
been waken, and new covles cam conseguently be
obigined,  lhe claimanis have been calied upon
by advertisement o lurni h soch coples, or,
m  default , 10 flie eratements of
their claims, and in this way the lost evidence
will be measurably repewed. With ibese papers
and soch dala 0s survived, 8 new report of awards
can be made which witl probably prove as retiable
08 the one destroyed. This report will bo Jald be-
fore vongress without material deiay, its early prep-
aralion depending wnolly upon the promptnesa
Witk which claimanig respond o (he Invitation to
replace thetr evidence.

MILITARY POST AT FORT SNELLING.

Under the joint resoladon ag‘l:ruvod May 7, 1870,
authorizing and empowering (he -ocretary of War
10 select mind el Opart IoT & permanent military
post 80 wuch of the miItary reservalon of Fore
!l-'nell:nz ein‘c;:‘lm tmn[“l.mil; T :a'tb.e“nngle mi
eresis m uire for that purp quie
the utie to said ieservailon, and wo -oufo Al glauns
io relation thereto, sud lur (be use and occupation
L%ereot upoit ‘prlnclples of equity, 1 have pelected
ahd Ber coart (or & permanent mulitary post st Forl
Sneiling 1,501 g0-100 gores, emuracing the fort and
bulluuigs pirtainiiig, $ud s full settlement and re-
lease of nll clanns 10 relation lhercto, and for the

fise and ocenpation {hereof havé danveyed to the
purchasers n:gm property the remsinder ¢f e re-
BELYVALOE, amounting Lo 6,384 80-100 acres,

BALE2 OF CLOTHING.

Tuc proceeds of enles of ciothing from June 20,
1870, to the present dale amonnt 1o the sum o
21,475,728 84, ali of wiieh, as collected, 18 turne
luto the Treasury and CAnnol be nsed by the departs
ment. Some of the purchasers have not been nole,
on acconnt of the disusirous effocis ol the Chicago
fire, 10 meet thelr spgagements Prumpl-ly. but tge
time of payment has been extended. A great
amonnt of old clothing and equipage 18 unfit for
army us=e, and henece lrger Approprintions wil he
come necessary.  The cost of Transportation lor this
yeur had been about §1,500,000, winch 18 but trle
fess than for the previons year. The redoecd ariny
15 compelied Lo mereased acuvity Lo couipensate for
118 Jose 1y pumbers,

The appropriation for

BARBACKS AND QUARTER3
has not been suMiclent to shellor the army in a man-
uer essential to its comfort and healin, aud hencs it
12 garnestly desired thar the appropriation asked for
that purpose may not be reduced.
THE SOUTHERN RAILKOADS,

Of the Bouthern ratlroads winch were allowed 1o
purchase roliing stock and other raliroad sappliey
from the Uniterd States twenty-seven have $}|i in
i, and twenty-lour are «oll i dewt Lo the depart-
ment in e sam of $4,724,0060.

In the oMee of the (maﬂt-mlltwr fleneral

LAKGE NUMBEMS OF MIBCELLANEOUS CLAIMA

for transporiation and for siores taken and used by
the army in certaln #tales and Territeries, under
the act of July 4, 1864, have been filed and Mnul ne-
ton bad as far o2 possible,  These claims amount to
mauy millions of dollers gl thoe large Wteresws in-
volved reqguire that there should be more care taken
of these tmportant records than can be given them
in the present buildwag, n whlch o fre would be
d1sustrous.

ne namher of

GRAVES IV NATIONAL (FMETERIES
15 217,860, Inciuding 2,995 added daring the year,
Tlhie cometeries cover an ares, 0 tne aggregute, of
Abont LA acres of land, acquired at a cost of
$170,000,

The attention of Congress is asked Lo the lose and
embarrpssmeutl resuliing lrom the condition ol the
ttie to sites of

MILITARY TOSTH IN TEXAR,
The law forbids the purchase by the Secretary of
War ol any lauas wiltout special aothority of Con-
grosa, New posts on the remole and anscttied
frontler of tial State have generally been located
oo the pubito  lands  belonging the
Htate, @= tuere are  no  public  lands
avallable owned by the Unired States In Texas. As
BO0N A8 Lhis department beging to erect sheller for
the troops, speculators enter theso and henoe
claims arisa for rent and tunber 1o an amooot far
Levond thelr value, An act authorizing the depart-
ment 1o quict 1itle 0 #ites already ecoupled, and ro
purchiase such as may hercailer be required, 18
necessury to remedy whe evil.
TR COMMI®SARY DRPARTMENT,

The report of the General of Subsist-
ence shows that the a s boen well suppued
during the past year, | agree with bim that accord-
Ing 1o the varying necessitiea of troops stationed in
the difterent climates of tho country, there shouid
be sathoried 1or 1ssue subssitute  articles, ? that
toe Jood of the soldicr may be at lll:u:smll from

repor

facal year of 1769-70 LY the Bubsistence Department
In lurnishing sapplies for Inojans, which spows the

smount (o huve been over 000, of which
81, has been repald LY transfer at the Treoas-
ary. 1t is desirable thul ap tions the sab-
&u lans When n be for

ot 1 FOERMATY the
:I.l‘po-m of the Interior Department, as the sub-
ence fund of this Department, based upon
propristion actually necessary for Whe sapport of
mm. 1t not large cuough (o allow any portion

Mexico, tor A cemergry for such of the nfMicers aud !

being eommiited, and that the cemesery presented |
& lamentable aupearases of dvapidativn. Al ap- !

| commisslon has completed

Wl‘cu_uy nrogre )
cauon of works for the Liprovement ol rivers and
harvors antl of (he surveva connected iherewith,
| Tne anona. report of .tne Cmef ol Eagineers coi-
| twans a detaled account of toe reis and condl-
| tian of these works and of the resuits of the surveys
| oraere:d by Congresd. This report also contalis b
formution concerning the puolic bodaings and
grounds and the Washingten Agueduct

Propér measures have een taken to carry out the
Jom! resolnsivn Februarv 21, 1371, in Telation 10
the ¢-tabhstunent of waker gauges. and musing
daily vhservailons ol tho rise and all of the Lower
Mississlppt and 118 cntel tribuiaries,

Under the ack of Apiii 4, 1871 Torthe appolntment

repurt on
TIHE SUTRO TUNNEL,

Tientenant Coloneis H. (. Wright and Jobn (5. Fos-

ter, of Lhe Corps of Engineera, and Proiessor Wesley

Newcomb, & mining epzineer, were Lhus apoiated,

aud Cuptain W. R King, Corpd of Engineers, was

directed 1o aet a8 secretary to the commission, Tha
mvestigation at the

tunuel and the mines of the Comstock fode, and i3

now preparing to report.  In the

BURVEY OF THE LAKES,

operations were carcied un 10 Lakes Supertor, Mich!-

gan, : 1, Clair and Champlain. and the progress of

the work ln the fleid and officé has beea Lighly sitis.

factory. ‘The geological survey alvag the central

route of commupleation to the Pacillo coust has

heen actively continued, and the pablication of Lthe

resul s, aiready begun, 18 lovked for with much 1n-

THE ARSENALS.
During the flacal year small-arms and ordnanca
stores to the amount of £10.000,000 have beep sold,
and the entire proceeds, except o small sum re-

tatned fo meet expense of preparinog other siores |

fur sale, have passed into the Trea-ury beyond the
control of this department. The cperations at tbe
arsenala have been cunfined to the manulaciure
of suppiles required by the troops, to the care of
stores on hand, and Lo the manufacture of one
That Congres will E¥ant ihe &sPropristions askod
AW »Prol 10NS 8
for to carry ont mm'plm for 1119 conti of

records o tnhe ofMee for the seldement of pension
"remsined pmd |

nnans .
atnorizing the appolnt- |
that foree has been |
that the accumulated |
There were 208 |
astendanoce on |

Tene « ; the prosecution exie
S ara o o | il 'axla&mt the ostimate submilted. By law the

be laja befora | 15 devolved upon 1
when, It 18 | years

of ine parts, | uml;nmg l:ummu'dlmn. .l.'intm.
re ne | r.rs who

report of the Medieal Brausiics ?fﬂm\mnt l?fre. | Feeling, 'ﬁuwnnr. that, lor s bag infurmation,
shat General's Bureauw, the compllation of which | and Wal

was sutnorized oy the act ol July 29, 1866, 18 also |

| appolntments in that corps be ea.
art first of the Medical and Surgical History of '
he War 18 near completion and
nEress 1ll.um‘¢ Its )
hoped, suffcient appropr 11 he made o con. |

oillce. Ibis e¢xpected |
printed an ready for |

on river and haroor Improvemenis, and in surveys |
nstruction of light- |
lons granted for rorii-

a3 e clrcumstances would permit, snd |
alrendy the batt ries are beginning to sssume the

d |, nnce bb made In the nexi M})l‘hﬁlﬂ-llol-

Binee the last report the battallon of engincers '

e instroction ol the cadets of |

| to those n Micnmgan.

amodnt of anont one thonsaud gne hundréd und | by the President 0i & COMUNSHION bo examinge and |

|

with doubt In many eumra have Ny
:g‘wn tnty popnlay l‘u\mr'. u;indl vy mnfm

‘wonder
fol resula acoomp n thus new Oeld have

oom-

manded Lhe ailention and sfm\fll of the mnntg.
report 1ssped fnd in

3‘&&%?& o -lupe:m-lw-t- minds

of the people, and men of &l ca ]

1 engaged \re, evince

n e
the press|
e b restiie AMBCY &0, Jestly
indicate 118 unportunce that I can, without hesita-
T e, Con, St SRR B

THE MILITARY ACADEMY AT WRAT POINT
he Secrewary of War, For soms

5t Its immediate mavagemens: T B:'

of th &:B‘:r

he might more eflciently periorm the
doues that this responsibility placed upon him,
there should be a more direct communication be-
Ltween the secreiary ol War and the Academy, the
gystem waa changed, and now ail reports are wade
direcily to this odlice,

The present sire of the corps of c adets at the
Academy is 229, Seversl instanoes of improper in-
terierence by cade's with thelr fellows have oc-
cured, but the offenders have been summarily deals
with, and strennous exertions have been made by
tie Deparimens to prevent the recurrence of sucii
dlsorders und 1o improve generaily 1he tone of mill-
tary Miscipline. Legislation on the subect of the
expepses of the Loard of Visitors is demirable, o8 |
under existing laws for the pavment of the board |
ano lodgiog of the menbers doubts arise as Lo what
s properly 0 be included under the nead of board,
A per di¢m allowance would remove tils nncers
tolnty, and 1t is recommended tial such an allow-

Uy the itre at the cadet barracks last winter many
cwlets, who were eny , under the Mrection of
their oMders, I extngulsling ine liames, sulleved
the loss of cicthing, bosks, &2, aud an approprii-
tion 18 recommended to compensate them ior sueh
logses, The sum necessary for this purpose will nok
excecd 1IN thonsand dollars, sud suoud be conlined
Lo compeusation ior thelr cluthing and Looks.

Tilk WESTERN VikE4,

The lotetligence of the greal fre of October in
Clicago reached the Depariment wiile the fumes
were 1o prugmu. and orders were at once tele-
graphed to officera in charge of army depols L0 jor-
ward 1o L4t cily supplies 1or she homeless aud des-
titute. The promptoess with whicn the wisues of
the Department were carried ot merita high com-
mendaiion. o afew hours glothing, blankets, Lents
and  provisions were on their way 10 e
atricken  city, and  tins | immediate action
relieved much distress. The records and property
in the buiding occapied for headquarters of
the Military Davision of the Missonrt were totally
desiroyed, but the yreater portion of the most vala-
anie can be duphicated from the War Uepartment.
Beveral comvanies of troops were ordered o Lhe
cliy by General Sneridan, under whose sopervision
they asssied tn prese: viug order duiing the I.BI[IA’ |
days whien succeeded the coudagration. The odicial |
and personnl couduet of Geueral Sheriasm, while
entrosted, Y common conseut, wikn the manage-
muent of affaes W the cLy, receives the emphatic
approval uf this department,

Stutlar Issues ot sapplica of various kinli were
made to the Governor of Wisconsiu lor che celief of
the =nerersin inat State, ani reliel was also adorded
Wihntt artner applicanoi

Cougress wil, witheut douwst, record 18 sanction of
Llis aciion,

A perfict system of

FINANCIAL DISBURSEWENTS

18 4 subject wmeh, 'rom the beginning of the gov.
ernment, hus commanded toe attention of wll we
deparinents;:  amd the (igcovery of the astounding
frauds, witeh bave siariied the conutry oy their
magnitude, has recalied ailention anew to the canses
wiich have combined o permit these dishonest
actions 10 go 50 loag undetccied. No sysiem ol re-
gniatiuns can be devised wilch will mate emoezale-
ment, under gl elwrcwastadc:s, wmpossinle, Toe
rogue 18 always vgllant. Counter-viglance aluoe
cal thwart his schemes,  Lhe regulations now |
governlng alsbursemients appear to be ampie for |
the prevention of frand. The falure to cnorce
them makes @ path o frand an easy oase, Lae
daring deceptions lately pracuicod provoke
An nguiry as lo some mode for the pre-
veution of thelr recurrence. Relnxea duly,
falling vigllance, and execessive contfiuence sus-
pencl all chooks on dishonesty aud render reguio-
uons a farce, A careful scrutiny, by Ire /uent ine
gpections of the accounts ol Aisburaing oilicees and
of tneir cash Lalances, foliowed up WILLOLE luss of
time by 4 comparison of the result of (his searching
inspection wilh the cillcer’s valaoce at the pluce of
aepnsit, 18 clearly the only sale resort. The vijece
tign rhil s sentines 18 thcerebygplaced at the disburs-
ng oticer’s door 18 not ealted 10 couslderation,
Integrity does not object W test, It 1nviies
acmun,ri An honest public  officer preiers
taat his diseretion saonid be limmted. He ac-
cepta  responstbility  when It cemes, bul be
cheeriully salmits 4o any examination ol his public
comiuct, doeiming It 0o reproaci that he is sub-

10 Lhe operation of an inflexibie ruje, which

the work nl The great arsenal of constructwon for
the Mssissippl valiey 81 KHock Island. Several
kinds of experimental rifica and carbines, as re-
commended by the =t Louls board. have been

mnannfactnred at springfleld Armory for compara- |

tive grigl In tohe Oeld. inspection of tont are
mory not long since sansfies me of Lhe necessity
for continuing the appropriations for 118 main-
tenance and suppori. ‘I'ne shility of 118 present
adminisiration es ¥y comuieads this well-ap-
polited armory to (he attention of Congress,

Bafictent information will doubtless be derived
from uhe uge of the experumeatsl arms 1o bbe Held
to enavle a board to recommead o breech-logding
fYstem for adoption. The armament of State
troops shonld be like that ol Lbe nuional lorges,
who now mse breech-loading sinall arms. Lhe re-
serve ol 10,000 arms of that Kind now on hand 14
Dot hall suiticient 1o supply tne States upon quotas
now due.

Atteniion 15 called to the recommendation of the
Chuel ol Ordnance concerning tne repeal of the act
prohibiting pr and polntments in the
Ordnance corps.

An lucrease of the ahnunal appropriations under
the law of 1508, proviaing jor arming and equipplng
the militia, 1s argent!y required. )

Tne sinall clerical rorce allowed

YHE OFFICE OF THE JUDLE ADVOCATE GENERAL
of the army 18 not sudicient to perform the great
amounnt of labor régnired to copy, on the demand of
persons who have been tried. the volominous pro-
ceeil of the courts martial in theu cases. 1he
duiy I8 an imperative oug@ under lhe law, hut Lhe
force ta Inaderquate to ita aceumpilzhiment, Rs may
easily be seen upon uninspection of the record of
the vasi aniouot of work periormed 1o that offies.
1 recommend tie conunuance wf the npmaprunon
by wiich apeoial cupylsts pould be employed loe this

purpose.
UFRRATIONS AT THE BLONAL BTATIONS,

At Tort Whlgpm. ., IN8truction Nas Heen n‘lvett
In the wereornlogical aaties and studics 1equired a
the stauons tor observations and reporis of
sturma throughoot the Unlied States, and n mills
tary  sigonaling ana  telegraphy o oficers
of the army sod navy. Doring the year the
observation and report of storms has been peces-
sarily rw:e.rl_i: the proceli! q[ orgamaation for fu-
ture yuceess thaii ds Coplbely digamzed, A duty
withonl precedeat has s to be ortginated in all 1w
detalls of plans and disciphne—the ouservalion,
reports and mwode of makmg public the necessary
deductions and reporis The progress made has
been fully as great as could have been antieipaued,
and bas secored valuable resuits and glves promiso
0! extenided uselulness,

By & comprenensive telegraplile organization cach
of \he ®ignal stations is In teiegraphic communica-
tion wiily the Signal Offos ny Washington, and irom
each of them daly and mghtly wealier reporis aie
received at the Departmient,  Taese reports are
sitdied, bulletined aod eclarted at the ofce of the
Chiel =ignal OMeer, and are jurnished ay the same
tume 1o most of the prineipal clues and ports of the
country, The deductions 1rom the gtndy of the re-
ports are mmstantly telegraphed to the press and
bulletined a8  socn a8 practicabie at the observing
ofmie's, i board of trade roows, merchants' exs
changes, and o'her prominent places, and during
the pust year there hiave isaied 1 whis manner from
the Chiel =ignal Odice and the ouserving sialions
m}y thousand cha

[

rta,

the month of October the dlsplay ol ¢ utionary
siguals, aunouncing the probable aoproach of
stor was commenced, lor the Arst time o the
LUnited Statos, at iwenty porls upon Whe likes and
Atlantle and Oulf coasts, ‘These slznals are ar-
ranged to he displayel at any hour aof the day or
amult. up&: the recelpt of telegraphic orders irom

ashin .

'mleslhe serviee has been rapidly orgnanized and
easedd 10 Lhese resalin ench step neen Lak
ouly wien the pubiic mind 1 to e educated
and prepared_ for i apd the public necessity de-
manioed ik, The average time of the receipt by tele-
gnph o the roporis sud obscrvations made simul-

neousiy from all the stations tarougnout tiue Uniied
States has been forty-five minntes. The average
time elapsing between the moment at which tele-
gnm were sent 1o the office ni Washiogton frum

he mosi distant stations to thst &t which the de-
ductions %‘.‘nalle pablished and issued to the
press has n mne'nr minutes,

Of the dedaciions publisaed from the office RXLY-
mne per cent are, aiter n careful examinagion of the
atatistics, cousidered to have veen fully verified.
This percentage, increased by tnoss regarded as
partsally veritied, will make an aggregate of ninety
per cent of average veriicatlons,

It has peen tne policy of the department to diffase
as widely as mble.;:r the use of 0o opersting in-
Fo0io0roIogIcR) SRIOFmANIOR collocted o1 s gialions
meleoro] n collected st ity
and upon 1ts records. It I8 beleved st the
United Btates now PoRsesses o service more extens
=ve and better orwaniced for these purposes Lhan
Laat of any other country.

The kteadiness, rml&ﬂlf and promptoess with
whioh the varied Iabors inchdent to g work co-
extepmive with she United Htates, and which
requires In its detalls a vigilance reac through
botth nignt and day, have peen accomplished, 1Hins-
trate the advantages gaineda Ly piacing thess duties

under muililary direc . A TIEor less than that of
mi discipline would
Rnd sk obedicoca

fall to secure the
to orders which Mwm

neceasary.

Under the second pection of the aoctof July 24,
1806, to aid In the construction of te h )

and to secure L0 the government the use of the
wame for postal, miiary und other purposes the
Postmanster General bes fixed the rates at which
uwm comumunications for the governmient
sl sent, The plan and method of compensn-
tion have workea weil, and are lound to be of much
economy o the

signal o8,

Tae wisaom of Col in aording tacllities for
1] ‘rrmuou 18 dauy exemplitied, The labors of
this branch of ¥he Deparument, underuken with
some hesliation @6 0 the resull, sud received wé

1}
|
|
]

!

l

| war of the rebelliop.  Mwnerous agplications ior

18 of others have maie & necess.
Men v: large experience a~ disbursug ollicers hive
tolil me that taey do DOL P mImver & SiN ke delalca-
tlon which mitht mot have been preveoted or
speedly deteciod by the exercise ol proper vigll-
ance on the part of the supervising oflicer. In th 8
:ue ulnﬁa uol lranscead lus wduty., He only per-
orms it

Whny vire necessity of rarnishing dupilcate state-
meuts w dimercii departinenis if no oouparison is
madet W hen the =nock of discovery comes and a
great frand 18 mAmdeat it 18 givar thul Lovre is
pvegiect somewhere. 1s 1t in the regoluilons and
orders and circulars issued for the preveniton pl
those veuy Jruuns? Mot al all; bul in e dasregard
of runervising ouicers of their provisivs, ‘Toe
vigitunee wilen these cireulars promit, woald, if
exerci-ed, larnish s diferent rosalt.  Holdin
lhese views as 0 the necessuy for frequent
Inspection  anl reorganis g their great ad-
vantaged, 1 propose, 10’ Ui depnrmanl, 10 tesi
their gilleacy M the most Wotongh wonner.  In as-
Blgning lasbeetors to districts, 1 shail deem Iu iny
duty to hold each one ol then responsibie 1or every
misdamennor whici occurs in conneciivih. with the
acconnts of any dlabursing officer in s districi
which due diligence on his part woold have pre-
vented, &0 il he wil feel thit he has & (ruse with
walch he dare not trils, A pian of laspection ean,
m my julgmeni, be esiablisned, which Wil be
fimple aud direct, and 1 sbwil eudeavor Lo show by
183 operation that 1115 emineatly pracilcable. 'With
deteciion mare morally cortain, and wih pamsh-
ﬁu;maunu specdy, there can be uo salely for

ud,
TL00FS IN THE SOUrA—THRE KU ELUX.

The prociamation of the President of May 3
1871, calnng’ atientlon (o the act ol G en-
Uiled **Au uci W eniorce the provisious of the
fourteenth amendmeat to tie Consutution of the
Unitedd siates, aud ror otber purposes,’ approved
April 2v, 1871, necessuated oroers for the enloree-
ment of whe game by (s deparumens, and conges
quaenily 1t was directed—

‘l'nt'; ar sion shall mrise the remlar forees of
the Unitea ea slationed in the viom

of aoy wenlity
whore olfences describud by the aloresutd ncl, wpproved
Apri! 20, 1471, may ba committed, shall, in siricl accor. sncs
wikh i hons 0f sald wet. Lo cmpioyed b alr com-

mandin_ o%cers fu assisiing the uul’.horkllﬁ civil authorities
of the United siaies In makmyg arresin of persons secused
under the said agt | in preven ing the rescuae o persons ars
tod jor sneh canse; in bieskiung op and dispersing bands
disgnleed maraaiers an | of uraued orgaoizaiions aginst
the Ml; and qutlet or We lawin pursulis of the cilizeos 10

any ~tate,

fl. has been ahsolutely neccssary to retain about
one-sixih ol the aroy in those Siates of the South,
enst 0l the Missdippl, willch were cngaged 1o the

troops (o Ald 1n tae enforcement of tne laws wure
received from  Unilea HBtates morsiais, olicers
of nleroal reveaus and Siate  odicials; mgent
appeals lor ussisianes crowued la lrom  pri-
viile citizens, and 16 Boon Decame evident that
the sccurliy of the people demunded the continucd
preacnco of the regu'ar foreed, It 1s a padarul lact,
WHICH merits serivus cousaeration, that in soime
poruons of the Bouth freedom o opiolon M not
tolernted, il that opiulon 4 expresse.d In opposkion

10 the oocirines which orlginated the late
rebellion. Indisputable evidence establisocs
the fact, Wwhicih 15 proven, ftoo, by

exjerience of numerous sulerers, Lhat un

arined rebellion of rogulur organization amd great
strength now exists lu parts of tuose states. Toe fre-
quent reporss by army ofllcers ol perfect reilabiliLy,
natde after matiire ovservatlon and judgmens, cun-
ciusively show that the ramilicatons oL Lhis organ-
1ed body are extensive; thut 1L system 18 arrangol
With great eare and =hrewdness; that 1ts persecu-
tions extend im the duerk wours of the night
abd In cowardiy disyulse, to persons of every
Age, BeX anu condition who dare to exercise a iree-
dom of conduet, seion or Apeech whlch disugrees
with the polucal docirines of these waralders,
This bouay of cunspirators, coustituied for the pur-
pose of ¢oushing our many ol the lukerent Loeriies
ol 1he defenceless peopie of those Staved, delles (he
law and spurcs the auiDoriy ol e governmeos,
and, B0 long ns it 6xi9i4, 50 loug Wil I& be necessary
10 aid che clvil autuoriiies with e armed forve of
the naiton in pulling dowa this second rebellion and
N brngng bis lesders o speedy panmhment.
MEW BUILDING FOR 1HE WAR DEPARTMENT,

The aweuilon of U has Leen repeatedly
called 10 the necessily of lmru‘nm wor he
Apeedy erection of A subsL&NT r:r
for the War Uepartwent, and | canoot elose um_ re-
Do s RoMTEA- iy otce the iy, A
ren A .

ofMce and ridiculongly un-

Many tons of re

to which wie public
business reqaires dail erence,

7 are slored 1
these boildngs,  Besides 3" Mistorical 1n-

mu!‘ these papers are immense  value
for the proteciion of W8 goveruuwent n':il.uuul.
e e tmieer Srihies, J6POFis Of Army oM
{ r unieer ,
n records, sCLOW or“

St sor sayei years, an nere
1 |

mre in_puch "zullumul ns _can be secured py rent
irom privaie parties, apnd utierly uhsuited tolhe
purposos for wiich tuey must Le used, Every con-
aleration of publlo interest lﬂ"ﬂ me to tiln
maatter upon the attention of L
iatives, in the hope that t [T

welecuion and
he hope thut & syslem m.
vl service connnission whi

present lawa A judiwlous reiorm
wonld scon exhibit the grest advantage of an im-

| tlun—have BAgHtly 105t 1 welght.

| cliues to receive such coin from them,

| ihe rejection, by

ool bunding | val

Do Lo AM W, BELKNAP, necretasy of War,

LIGHT AND IMPERFECT COIN.
A A i P
the New Orleans Times, Nov, 88.)

Ha been anprised tuat there had been some
correspondence between Messrs, Townsend, Lyman
.& Qo., bankers’' aad brokers, and Mr. Charles Clin-
ton, United States Assistant Treasurer at (his port,
relative to the rejection by Custom House ofMcers
of alighily worn and imperfect United States coin,

weapphied to Mr. Clinton for informiation on the
subject, when he Kindly submitted to us the follow-

Ing:—

NeEw OpLEAng, Nov. 4, 1851
CHARLES CLivTON, Esq., Assisiant Treasurer, United

ii.ltllgl Hl.:ll?‘gnr 'u of olly we ha
colnl rece

experiencen great u by the return to ﬁ
fromt buyers of slightly wurn comns, which, Weé are
informed by the Custom House ogicers, are rejected
by them becanse of recent orders frowm you Colng
sligitly- discolored or covered move Or less wilh
rusc are rejocted betl by our banks and \We Custom
House 1or similar reasons, For go lonyg a tin? these
colns have been 1Dierchanged winout tiouble 1hat
a new order of things calls for wome ¢X;lauanon
from your offiee, In order to saiisiy the business
community, Colns punctured, shave i or otherwise
muclated nave been for yeara commonly rejec ed,
but those 10 which wé reier are pleces which,
throueh ordinary wear and tear—talaral  atire-
The rasty and
discolored colns, we understand, are 1ejected
sunply because 1hey are such, withuut any clatm 10
1088 10 welght or value, Move recentiy we have had
several reluined 1o us perlect i appearanes,
evidently litle used since belng lssued, bot sell
ciatined to oe ‘‘short.” These we nave examined
carefily, and are convinced that, 1T the welght 18
Wrong, us it appear to be, the mint wiich iszued
e coln is 8t fauil, In such o case, where the coin
bears no evidence of having been tampered wiit
aud 18 not worn, can the Trewsury uep.nr;menl
properly disown its own endld?  Apuain, where nppa-
reidy no provision is made for retirenient of worn
or discolured coiug, or, rather, no cffurt mwade by
the general governmeat to retre such upon Hrst
appesrauce ol wear, umfm. 1the general quvemmanl,
through I Treasury oilicers, lo rewuse them for dus
tigs {rom tne people, who are hoiders upon the fu th
of the gevernment stanip, and who may, six months
Ago, huve recelved them m tne sawme condition from
the government ltseil? Please throw some hght
upon this matter and answer for us Lthe maay culis
Ppidints made dally s our connler, and oblige, very
respectfully your obedieut servauts,

TOWNSBEND, LYMAN & €O,

UNITED STATES TIEA URY,
NEW URLEANS, Nov. 15, 187l

llf[!;r.l. TOWNBEND, LyMaAN & Co.,, Mew Urieans,

GENTLRMBN—I have reseived your lstter of the
dthinst. ln relation to recent rejeclions of Jight,

rusty und discolored coln by tine ensioms odicers of |

1018 pore, for 1he alleged reason tnat this oftice des
: As 1L Lad
been for years and sull is the acknowiadged custom
of Lhe cHmmuntity to reject coin which hai been

mnuiliuted eiher by ~ punching. soldering,
fllng or  BWewtlng, your reicrence o sucn
coin  will need wuo reply from me. In re-

gard 1o genunine comns’ which have become
ligat through urdipary wear in uandling, 1 weald
state that thus oflice does not reject lor “shight™ (osa
a8 you seem 10 belleve, uniess ihe loss ol irvm one
Lo lores per cent on the igce valne of the ¢omn 15 col=
sudered shight,  Pleces which bear no evidence ol
having veen tampered with, ind Jdo not show o loss
n weight ol more Lhan one per cenl, are received as
currenty, and tms standacd wil exelude butk very
Iew colus walch Bave not been reduced oy some ui-
lawiul means, such a8 (uraing, DLng or sweatlng.
‘The appearance of coin atter naviug been subiitted
fo the swealng process, being =0 very sLLLAT Lo
Linat oflegitimately worn coln, 1t becolles Bec:Esary
L0 exclude such coin when It shall (il Deiow & cer-
taim standaid, therefore the weight test becomes an
mportant one 1o determining the value ol all culn.
Ad the law does not derine how wmiich a coln
may lose n welght and sull be a lepal render lor
the value expressed upon s lace—wlich [rom
the pature of the case 13 A very dhlicalt probiem
o Boive, Inasmuch rs ANy specuied uliowance
might, and provably would, siuoulare walawil
pracuces in ine debasemant of pew nnd fall weizht
com, and as each Treasnry odlce Is 11 A measare
Teaponsible for Iis own transactions the above 1Lt
nhas peen fixed as at once wne most jast and eqilt-
Wile of any thai cun ve esiashsu Leiween Lhe
government, 18 agenis amd those wio hold its
iegues of oomn.  In relation to discolored and rusiy
coins, 1 would say there can he no quesiion as Lo
the propriery and jusiice ol rejecting 1hein us un-
inerchantable, thus placing the expens¢ of clean--
i tnem and of wny 1058 incident thereto upon
T8¢ who have been Lhe canse ol such de:scement.
Fur insiauce, if, for the sake of satery, United
Slates coln is buried and thereby becomes disool-
ored by rust or corrosion, or, i, for the suxe of de-
basement, experiment o; other reason, it Is ex-
Lo Lhe acilon ol A0uds and thereby 1is appears
fance is changed, 1 se¢ Do reason why Lhe govern-
ment should at 1ts own expense clean such cotn. [

CaNDOs colnCide Wilh your suggestion Lhat sone
coins found to be mnslﬁagbu ngnt, although ap-
wWore 1saned by e Mint

E“m not musll worn,
that condition, and | thiink you have but Lo Be-
nink yourseives wilh the m [ means
ere nsed Lo detect even the slighiest variauon in
The Welght of any single piece or Dox ol nleces io
dispel any such lmpressiun you may now have, By
law an allowauce of one-hall graln (about L wo cents)
I8 miule 10r variation 1n Lhe Issne of doubie eaviea
and cagles, and of one-guarter graan o the 18sue or
half eagies, quarter eagles. three and one doliar
pleces, and 1 venwure 1he assertion never wiil a
greater deviation from e standand welgil ve fonad
ia A new colm Trusung it will RUPCRT 1o you that
1is olice nas and wiil, aslar as it consistently can,
adopt such weasures as shall bestserve the inferests
Of the government.and this community, and al the
sawe luoe protect itsell, 1 remain, very rea;;muuilr.
CHARLES CLINTON,
Agslztant ‘lreasurer United Stalea
TREASURY DEPARTMLNT,
L Wasmixaros, b Q,, Nov. 21, 18il.
Brr—Yours of the 15th (ustant o reply to that of
Messra, Townsend, Lymun & Co., on the subject of
you, of counterieil, Lght and ue-
taced gold coln, 1s approved, With regird to conn-
terfeit and such ol the Light and defaced cola aAs
owes Its diminuation or de.acement to filing, sweat-
Ing, or any other Nlegal practice, you correetly stale
tLWl Lhere can be N quesuon 8s 1o Lhe rghl or pro-
priety of the governmeat 1o refuse 1o receive it. As
w suach of tue lght and deiaced coln, however, as
owes 1ts diminuiion or delacems?nt o usiural wear
durimg the pirocess of prolonged cirouiaiion, the
question very properiy arisea whether or uor the
government 18 bound by principle of law or
Justiee to redeem i, regand of whe extent of
abrasion or daminution. It 18 tho practice, and, as
far 84 | know, has always been, of the United States
Assistant Treasurer at New York city, through wiose
oflice the bulk of our c¢oinage passes, to rejecl no
coin, however light, If the diminusion I8 the resuit
o! natural wear and use; in soue ol the other L le-
penocnt ‘Treasury ofMces o différens pracrice has
obtalned, bat no general rule on the sunject has as
yel been adopted nnd (he preponderance ol the
evilence 08 10 past practice seems o be in favor of
that in voigue in the New York ouice.  Of late, how-
ever, B0 much Nght coln has mane I8 appearance
and presented to our indepeadent Vreasury
ollicers, and  the loss resulking troin b recoulage
has been B0 great, while the practice of sweating
and that of fillng and re-recng the peclohery, have
been redaced (0 snch o science as to nimost defy
detection, that & different and general raie secms
to be demanded, both for the purpose of pumiymx
onr coin circulation and for he protection of the
governmeni. An Investgatlou of miat laws of
almost all the principal Vowers of Europe will dems
oustrate that they have by law fixed alimit, be-
Yond which no allowunoe 18 made for nalnrai Aora.
sion, snd | canogt doubt 1bal AMONE BOMEe al least
of these Powera the snbject was lu l{ considered
with a view to the justice ol the himit prescribed,
botls us to the government and the private citizen,
Moureover, 1 ve Congress would long since have
mivie & similar provision il the suoject hml heen
properily brought before It This I propose to do at
I8 coming session. The Intimation on tie part of
Messis, Townsend, Lyman & Vo, that some ol the
colna In qaestlon most have been light at the time
of theitr comage, or ithat the mint at which they
were coined 18 responsinla for toelr hgol weight, 15
untennble, s the law provides umple and satticient
sileguards lor the speady detecion and panisd-
ment of the ¢coining aud Issulng by officers of the
Mint or any of its branches ol any light pieces,
Supposing, then, that @i the United States
coluage 18 orimnally of swmndard  weigh
the departmens wilih  oq
priety rescribe  regulations for its  ro-
ception apd. redemption, as It now does for the
reception and redcmption of ita eurrency. It has
long since been A ruie to dednet & proporticiale
amounl irom badly matilated notes, and who gues-
Uons eliner the propriety or the right ¥ These regu-
Lations are Decessary boin for the maintenance of a
clean and proper circalanng medium and the protec-
uon of the governmeni against iraud and 16100,
Were Lie department to redeein sl Doles no matter
now badly mutllated, 1t will resaly bo seen what

an opportanity such m practios wou for
desigu peisons 1o destroy whole noube’:.n and
present in Iractionsl if tne

snrtl. Blso
government will reeetve and redeem at thewr full
ue, coins, nomatter huw Hght, even on account
of natural wear, It wonld open ® Way lor ﬂl‘!ﬂ
g:&a?:':on lllllld Iraud by the ‘:n\tuu:ll. md'“l‘gﬁ.
Tesd processcs, wilch, a8 airea! 4
olten_defy Tho of

the
st Treas Uni Hiates
longer receive light com (hetr sales
any, and lngsmuch as the Mins
not pernnitied 1o issug Al
flud thelr way to the Mint for

the present, and until n pi

tabilaed, you sould be gujded 1h yOur
lh&twuﬂlﬂlmw 1w the

L] yary

CAARLRES OLINTON,
Treasarcr, New

A BUDDEN DEATH.

Yesterday morning James MoGrash, A man sixty-
five years ot age, who had long been in poor health,

left his home, 20} Hamilon for church, and

1ell toLthe pave-

at & later Mu&wi:la -ml he pave-
O momenta

ment corner
na
Femaraar i, A U B B0
1 ldllltl 0
Eggn“' ol doseassd Wero Wit RI &b (Do
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COMPTROLLER CONNOLLY'S CASE.

s

His First Sabbath
U.ommonl Jail.

-

Me s o]
How the Day Was Pam2d—Friends and Symps-
thizers in Number—Ths Mis:ionaries end the
Magician—The Frightensd Wardsna

- T
The gloomy, nasty weather of oigh
paturally be supposed to have exertod a most de-
pressing influence on those coulined within the
Uinits'of & jail, and more cspecially 5o to one’ wiio,
bat o few days gince, enoved most luxesious sar.
ronndings in & home #tted with everything that
wealth conld procure and tssie and comlort sng-
gest. Such a one 13 the late Comptroller Connoliy,
who enjoyed yesterday his first Sunday behind the
baraof a common Jull.  Yet he was nos, by say
means, inordinately gloomy. lle rose eariy sad
alter the ordinary morning daties he read the daily:
papers, enjoying meanwhile a fagrant Havans,
untit nine o'clock, at which time ne took breakfass
He ate sparingly. and immediatély raerealrer ‘be
adjonrned to e Court yard and partook ' or
A CCONSTITUTIONAL WALK
for some ten or fitcen m.puted, From ihis nme
nnttl lage w the evenlug he was ovcnplel In recely.
ing the visits of liis friends and relauves. Bhortly
afier noon a Jamea Kite, wio sume forty years ago
was & compagam de voyage With Alv, Connelly
from Ireland to i(hia country, vslled and paid hia
respects, Thus it went on uutil dinuer Lime, when
the 1llastrious captive eat a hearty meal. :
THE QUESTION OF DAL P
was dlscussed by those who waite'l on Mr. Cons
nolly; but whether any aefinite arrangement was
made dld not transpmre, In the alternoon several
of the leaders of the rising party in the persons or
Alderman Van Shanick, ‘Judge Barreti, Sépsvor
O'Brien, W. H. Wickham and others n_mvulmu
had & consaltntion wilh the prisoner of  Some
fiftcen munutes’ duratwon.  Shortly before four

o'clock the kecpers heard u volce exclalming
“Well, good-by; cheer ui,™ and ns they were sare
it was Mr, Connolly’s vuice, (e lilea of
HIS E4CAPE FROW THR (AIT,
immediately fiasued through their minds, | Twe or
three sprang toward the rnom door, antl there they
found the anilr-rmml Edwaid A. Moore, the “ola
stager,’ & Urm iviend ol the capuve l..'ounuu{. ‘tm'l
ihe sess0r 0. 0 volce and sivle of speee in g
much like bim. ‘Tne Kezpers laughed at Lpemselves,
but sad not mnﬁ.o shortly o wer 1his cconreence the
internal gong bell sounded with & double bung.
De Warden Gardner grasped the massive key,
rattied It agalost the lron door, tiew, Wil & mus-
OWIAT EWLSE, Mot the LOIt rastung back 1o the leck
and opened thce door a ghory dlance A massve
muastache appeared at che entrance,  Gardper's
mustaghe wid outdone,  He stazgeored boek,
and f(nmedlavely tie swtely form of Captam Jack
bolan enterea tie portils of tue prison, and, after
the nsual lormalues, wus ushéred mto the room
oceupied by the frienl to sympalhize with whom
ne bad called. )
RELIGIONS EERVILES

were to huve been held by some enterprising mem-
bers of ihe Yonn g Mea's Chrisuan  Association Jor
the benett of the prisoners ar large, but for some
reason upkpown they did net [l their cogage-.
ment, and the tme allotted 1or Services was 06cu-
fawd by Mr. Willis, wiio was incarcerated for at-
mpting to break an engagement at the Olymple
theatre, Mr. Willis warbled ilke a ird, gruated
like & pig, barked hke a dog and performed tricks
of legerilemein which woull ba' e and astonlsh
many of itbe olil theatre-goers and Wwizards who
have astonlshed the people hercabonts, The poor
risoners enjosed his secvices as well, if Dot bet-
= they would those of the Young Men's
Christian  Assoclanon missiondries, and applagded
him to the egho, ¢ i
To return to the case of Mr, Connolly, there Is
really nothing new that can be said of it. He ap-
peared lase ¢venlog 1o be ?we cheerinl, yet he
anxiously awails the resnlh of his counsel’s np ta
Alpany for the purpose of secaring & diminuwor
the ainount of hall,

RUANING NOTES—POLITICAL AND GEYERAL.
The Natioual Bear Garden opens to-aay.

The Land Grabbing Logion will meet In the ro-
tunda of the Capitol st Wasuington at noon.

Gentlemen interested In the defeat of the Olvil
Rights Reform btll will meet In the lobby of tha
House of Represcnlatives Lo-morrow.

The Cundurangoe Commitieg will hold a special
meeting at the =tate Department 0§ 8¢on 8s the ¢oa-
tenta of the Presldent's Measnge are nscertalned.

All lobbyists, wirepaliers, butiouholers, elaim
crackamen, joblers and Camarilla agents in Wash-'
ingtun are expected Lo be well supplied with mate-
rial this winter. It will be a long session,

The pregenco ol bored will not be desirable at the
White House to-iay. b

Clerks of Congressional committees will shve
trouble by having programmes of fces ready for
Jobmongers upon application.

Ko case of negro-mancy, itke that of Bowen's, we
believe, 1s to conie before Uongress this winter. It
Will be a matter o ledger-de-maln, proustly, with'
members all Lhrou:l Lhe seasion,

The Raleigh (N, U.) Kra says general ampesty
shiuld be granied (his winter, S0 be i

I8 not the Ballimore American a little too candi
when It says Johu Quincy Adams ‘18 celebrated fo
his name, and [or not much eige except o prociivity
Lowards long winded lelters on poiilical topics,

The Mobile Kegreter ts getung up & uew edition of
the Book of Froverbs, Here 1s a Bamjle:—

Blessed 18 the woman Who compoundeth & pud-

aing in silence, for she 18 more Lo be envied than ehe
Who maketh a teri reply.

Bome oid Conicds, says tue Moblle Register, who
visited the Sk Charles, 1 /New Orleans, the other
night, 10 sce “Richelien," were told toat the princl-
Pal acior was Forrest; but whey gould not be seld—
they sad they hal served under Forrest and knew
beter,

In announcing 'nat 1t would observe Thanksgiving
Day by suspending publicaton, the Macon (G8.)
Teiegraph comiorls Its readers n tue tollowing Jobs'
like giyle:— :

Let ue mawntaiu » cheerful composure and grate-
ful hearts that uffnirs are wo worse with ‘us Lhan
they are. Sowe il grumoler will ask, how could’
they be worse . Shut np, you old 1urk, and we will
tell you. It you were i one ol thyse Nurthwestern
btates—with your shops, milis, honse, [urpltre,’
clothing, provisions, all burned up—nall of your
family desiroyed, and yom with your halr singed,
off—your right arm burned 10 & crisp—your back U
biister, and lying on the snow without lankels ana
the mercury thirty degrees below zero, you would
be In & worse condition than you are nOW.

Tho Georzia democrata hold thelr conventlon for
nominating a candtinte for Governor on Wednesday,
December 6. General Wofford, Bpeaker J. Milion
smitn and Colonel Herbers Flslder are amoug those
mentioned for 1he nominatien.

The Alvany Jourval (Pepublican) says Senator Am ,
thony, editor of the Yrovidence Journal, is spoken of
04 the repubiican candidate for Vice President.  An-
tiony says he has another vice In his eyo and his
name is Colfax.

A Bosion papcr has duscovered that there 18 but
listle dimerence between John O. Calhouns ‘'mas-
torly Imactivitylsis” and Frank Blair's ‘‘passive™
poilticians. )

©A, H. 8, In the Atlanta Sun, invites attention
to an article copied from the Charleston Couwrier.
“although 1t is n long one.! It Is a fortunate sign
when Mr. A. H, 8, cxcuses the length of newspaper
artlioles, |

An English paper refers to the grizaly bears of
thie Alleghany Mounialns, That, story wiul hardly
best scruting this side of the Alleghanies. '

Mr. Iirown does not declinie & re-clection sa Mayor
of Salem, Massuchuseits. 1t was only & canard of
the Boston Jowrna!, Thereiore let the men of the
land of witcheraiy *atick t Brown."

ARG 5 2 L
DESPERATE SALOON AFFRAY.

About five o'clock in Newark yesterday Nicholas
Holger, keepor of & saloon &t $18 Bpringfield ave-
nus, became involved in & quarrel with Jobn Bira-
wer, a nelghbor, which resulted in the former dread-
fally beating tho jatter and Kicking him ma dan.
gmpmolmm. #0 that he 1s now confined

mmm o, mi'l'lln -?uﬂ"“u% bgu ﬁw:& t'é"é“”
w5 she 15 mplicated. -

ADVANCE 1N RAILWAY PRETOETS.—The Now York

1 and Hudson River, Pennayivania Ceniral anid
Raliway tmmgunlu, Wwith their Western con-
ons, Nave just adopted she following largely

rates for freight for all classes of mer-
casndise from New York, Boston and Fhiladelphis

%’Mwnrd:—-
Cieveland, Ohie, .,

'

860, owt  Old rave, e,

'l'o%nl:;um onlo,,, ele. mam. 010 rage, ¢,

To Cinetnnatl, Omw, , perowt. Ola rats, 280.

To Loutnville, Ky....$1 14 percwt. Ol mate, i8¢,

;‘g Nashville, Tenn,, 1 15 ewh,  Uld rate, abe.

8t. Lo, Mo..... 190 rewe,  Old rite, 400,
To Chicago, 10 owh Old rate,




